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The Cartersville Bridge superstructure survives as a rare
example of composite bridge construction. The superstructure is composed
of heavy timber members with cast-iron connections arranged to form a
truss configuration based on the Pratt truss. The original floor beams of
the superstructure, which were apparently of wrought iron, were replaced in
1955 by the State Highway Department with ones of rolled steel. The pre-
sent roadway is surfaced with timber and measures thirteen feet clear,

The bridge itself is composed of six spans with an end-to-end length of 843
feet. Fach span is approximately 20 feet high and 137 feet in length
except for the third span from the south which is 159 feet long. The
superstructure rests on five stone piers and two stone abutments which
survive from the first Cartersville bridge, erected in 1822, The piers
are a mixture of rough cut ashlar and rubble and stand approximately 25 feet
above normal water level.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cartersville Bridge survives as the last major timber bridge
across the James River, The framing is used in conjunction with cast-
iron connections, making the bridge a rare example of composite construc-
tion. This unusuval superstructure, together with its stone piers and
abutments put up in 1822 to support the first Cartersville Bridge, make
the present bridge an important engineering landmark,

The first bridge across the James River between Pemberton and
Cartersville was built by the Cartersville Bridge Company, a private cor-
poration, chartered in 1819, This first bridge was a wooden covered
bridge and the contractor for it was David Scott of Maryland. The con-

| tract between Scott and the Cartersville bridge Company was signed July 19

1820. Construction was to begin September 1, 1820, and to be completed
December 25, 1821. Amendments to the original contractural agreement were
made on May 31, 1821 and December 13, 1821 for additional work on the
bridge. The final cost of construction was estimated by the company to be
approximately $24,000.00.

This first bridge apparently was not well built. William Bolling
noted in his diary on September 8, 1827: '"The 3rd arch from the Goochland
side broke in on the ist inst. and Mrs. F. B. Deane, Jr., had a providential
escape, having entered the Bridge in a carriage was warned back by Mr.
Zachariah Taylor (the keeper) and whilst crossing the Ferry it broke in."
Bolling visited the bridge the next day and stated: '"Walked on and
examined the Bridge with Mr. Utz and found all the arches giving way, and
sooner or later will in my opinion fall in - a more infamous piece of work
I never saw."

More trouble occurred within twenty years after the original
construction when the superstructure either collapsed or was destroyed. A
report submitted by Claudius Crozet, Principal Engineer of the Virginia
Board of Public Works provides an excellent description of the rebuilding of
the bridge in 1841 and also suggests several reasons that the bridge might
have collapsed. It is apparent from this report and engineer survey that
the majority of the superstructure of the bridge was rebuilt in 1841 and
1842, Joseph N. Carrington, contractor for the second bridge, signed a
contract with the Cartersville Bridge Company on March 12, 1842, It is
believed, however, that Mr. Carrington died before the work was completed.

The second bridge collapsed or was destroyed a number of years
later and was not rebuilt until 1883. During the interim years a ferry was
maintained between Cartersville and Pemberton by the James River and Kanawha
Canal Company. This ferry was in operation as early as 1841 and is men-

tioned in the Crozet report. The operation of the ferry was transferred ¢t

See continuation pagel.’
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the Richmond & Allegany Railroad Company at an undertermined date. In 1873,
the R, & A. contracted with the counties of Goochland and Cumberland to re-
build the bridge superstructure with combination iron and wood to be built on
the original piers and abutments, This third bridge was completed in 1884,

(Ue]
.

Contract: Cartersville Bridge Company with David Scott, Maryland,
Contractor. Dated 19 July, 1820; amended, 31 May, 1821 and
13 December, 1821. (1823 Report to the Virginia Board of Public
Works by Cartersville Bridge Company. Uncatalogued collection,
Virginia State Archives).

Crozet, Claudius, 1841 Report to the Virginia Board of Public Works.
Uncatalogued collection, Virginia State Archives.

Measured Drawings, Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Highways
Proposed Repairs to Bridge over James River at Cartersville
(July 6, 1954), 6 sheets.

Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, XLIV (Oct. 1936), 325.
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plers remain.

The bridge was damaged by flood in June 1972. Two end spans and the stone
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